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29th. October, 1931. 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge and 
thank you for your letter of October 27th. on 
the subject of the Thorburn case. I note that 
the source of your information is to be kept 


entirely confidential. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Consul-—General, 


R.C. Aiers, Esquire, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
(Crime Branch), 
Shanghai Municipal Police, 
Shanghai. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
October 27,5 3I. 


Sir, 
Thorburn Case@e 

I have the honour to forward the following 
information received by me. I cannot vouch that it 
is correct, but it has been forwarded through a source 
which is usually reliable and comes from Nanxing: 
“Thorburn was murdered in « shocxing way (details 
unknown to informer or if mown he will not divulge) 
about the 4th day after his arrival at Soochow. His 
body was conveyed to Sz Sz San { Lion Hill ) (F0p 3 04) 
near Soochow where it was burnt on the instructions of 
a Qpptain of Military Police named War tte wigs 
This Captain is said to be a man about 30 years of age 
and was formerly a cadet in the YWhangpoa Military College, 
Canton. It is reported that he was arrested and sentenced 
to 3 years imprisonment by Military Court in Nanking for 
Breach of Military discipline in connection with this 
murder and is at present in gaol there, were he hag 
made a complete confession." 

If you consider this of any value and desire 


to use it to make enyuiries, I shall be glad if you 
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will keep the source of information eonfidential 
as I am bound to secrecy in the matter, and the 
knowledge that this office is the transmitting 
agency would probably cause serious consequences 
bot:. for my informer and the san concerned, who 
holds an offioial position in Nanking. 

It was also said that offiaial pressure 
at the present time would probably bring results 
if the above wag questioned. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your Obedient Servant, 


CH 


Deputy Commissioner 
fceime Branch) 


H.B.eM. Consul-General, 


Shanghai. 


